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Vermont Capability and 
Development Plan 

 Built on Interim Land Capability and 

Development Plan 

 Intended to serve as a guide for State Land 

Use Plan 

 Set of maps by county 

 Legislative Findings – policy statements for 

state, regional and municipal levels 

 Criterion 9 Subsections 



The Legislative Findings 



Purpose 



The Policies  

 Planning for Land Use & Economic 
Development 

 Capability of Land 

 Utilization of Natural Resources 

 Public and Private Capital Investment 

 Planning for Growth 

 Seasonal Home Development 

 Policies for Economic Development 

 Areas for Resource Development 

 Planning for Housing 

 



The Policies - 2  

 Resource Use and Conservation 

 Specific Natural Resources 

 Recreation Resources 

 Special Areas 

 Scenic Resources 

 Conservation of Energy 

 Taxation of Land 

 

 



The Policies - 3  

 Government Facilities and Public Utilities 

 Planning for Growth 

 Public Facilities or Services Adjoining 

Agricultural or Forestry Lands 

 Planning for Transportation and Utility 

Corridors 

 Transportation Systems 

 Planning for Waste Disposal 

 









How C&D Plan Was Used 
1970s 

 Act 250 Review Committee 

 Local and Regional Plan Reviews 

 Executive Order #2 on State Public 

Investments 

 Criterion 9 subsections 

 Basis for preparation of State Land Use Plan 

maps 

 



Executive Order #2 



E. O. #2 



Since C & D Plan 

 Section on Legislative Findings Repealed 

 Section on State Land Use Plan Repealed 

 Act 200 Adopted (24 VSA Ch 117) with revised 

goals and specific planning requirements 

 Downtowns, Village Centers, New Town Centers, 

Growth Centers and  Neighborhood 

Development Area Legislation Adopted (smart 

growth principles incorporated 

 GIS Mapping 



Conclusions 

 We have most, but not all of, the C & D Plan policies 
but not connected to Act 250 as when the Legislative 
Findings of the Capability and Development Plan 
were in effect. 

 We have the mapping, but is it being used in Act 
250? 

 We don’t have: 

 Coordinated state review 

 Coordinated land use planning at state, regional 
and local levels 

 A State Planning Office preparing pop & econ 
projections, coordinating state’s investments and 
planning 

 



Land Development  
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